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Enrico Crispo, PECO
Board President
Ashley Del Bianco, University of Pennsylvania
Board Vice President

Julie Jones, Drexel University

Board Treasurer

Jeffrey K. Daman, Daman and Associates
Board Secretary

Denise Cifeli, University of Pennsylvania
Alison Diflorio, Exude, Inc.

Charlie Douglas, Comcast

Hon. James Giles, Blank Rome LLP
Michelle Grimley, Teachtown

Barbara Halpern, Halpern Law Office

Jonathan Hill, Republic Bank

Dinesh Indala, Philadelphia Housing Authority
Zeidane Javar, Beyond Literacy Learner
Becky Leimkuhler, MHP, Deloitte Consulting
Michael McCourt, Clarfeld Citizens Private Wealth

Ivy McDaniels, Beck Institute

Keisha Moore, Beyond Literacy Graduate

Dr. Erica Patterson, Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW)
Carol Saline, Saline Solutions

Marion Sindoni, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
Kyle Straub, PwC

Malcolm Yates, Public Health Management Corp
Robert Young, Retired Council, Airgas
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Our Staff:

Niema Alfred | Intake Coordinator

Michael Antosch | Instructor & IHPDS

Debbie Arnold Brown | Communications Specialist
Luriel Balaurea | Instructor

Karen Bennett | Instructor

Mitch Berger | Instructor & IHPDS

Dzemila Bilanovic | Workforce Development Manager
Lindsay Blade | Student Support Coordinator - ESL
Ivry Bland | Student Support Coord. - ABE & Workforce
Scott Bostwick | Intake Coordinator

Gianna Brisbone | Director of Education

Tiffani Clemons | Receptionist & Pearson Vue
Administrator

Suzanne Czarkowski | Instructor - Family Literacy
Rebecca Curry | Communications Intern

Lynette David | Data Entry Specialist

Jemal Davis | Facilities and IT Coordinator

Warren Dobney | Instructor - Workforce

Kieran Farrell | Student Support Manager

Nicole Ford | Data Entry Specialist

Carl Gugasian | Instructor

Amara Gregorek | Student Support Coordinator -
Workforce & Digital Navigator

Kelly Griebert | Director of Enroliment & Placement

Patricia Haggerty | Instructor

Song Han | Instructor

Dawn Hannah | Chief Program Officer

Steve Hawkins | Instructor

Al Haynes | Instructor & Intake Coordinator
Clarece Hicks | Intake Specialist

Kristen Hodge | Intake and Data Coordinator
Roberta Hodges | Receptionist & Admin. Assistant
Mercy Howard | Student Support Coordinator - ABE
Barry Johnson | Instructor - Community Schools
Shaina Kapeluck | Instructor

Amanda Labrador | Director of Communications
Lorna Laster Jackson | Receptionist & Community
Outreach Coordinator

Joanne Laub | Instructor

Nancy Lawrence Hill | Instructor

Victoria Lynam | Chief Administrative Officer

Zaire Martin | Digital Navigation Specialist
Carolanne Mitchell | Tutor & Class Aide Coordinator
Tim Morris | Instructor - Workforce

Carlie Muessig | Data Quality Manager

Maryellen Norek | Student Support Coordinator -
Workforce

Gulsen Ozdemir | Digital Navigation Specialist
Kimmell Proctor | Chief Executive Officer

Megan Reamer | Instructor

Iris Rivera | Intake Coordinator - Workforce

Robin Robinowitz | Chief Development Officer
Heather Robinson | Instructor

Christopher Rothschild | Instructor

Vivian Sevcik | Intake Coordinator

Alex Smith | Instructor, Digital Literacy Specialist & In-
House Professional Development Specialist (IHPDS)
Mike Stevens | Instructor

Victoria Szondy | Instructor

LaShonda Thomas | Finance Manager

Nicole Tomassi | Instructor - Community Schools
Claire Tucker | Instructor & Lead Data Quality
Specialist

Mackenzie Tygh | Instructor

Tammy Walker | Instructor - Community Schools
Dan Waters | Instructor

Jelani Wilson | Student Support Coordinator - ESL
Samira Woods | Instructor



DEAR
GRADUATES,

On behalf of the entire Beyond Literacy community, congratulations on your
successful completion of our rigorous education and training programs!

How did you get here?

You overcame many challenges that adult learners face along the journey
toward graduation. Between working one or multiple jobs, raising children and
caring for your families and communities, you made the decision to invest in
your future, and then put in the hard work necessary to achieve your goals.
Your strong commitment and unwavering persistence inspire us all. Whether
earning U.S. citizenship, becoming proficient in the English language, gaining
valuable workforce credentials, or receiving your high school equivalency
diploma, your impressive accomplishments have unlocked a bright future of
limitless possibility.

What next?

You, our amazing graduates, will forever be a part of our BeLit family. | invite
you to become a peer mentor to our new learners, or consider enrolling in one
of our graduate program pathways to an Associate Degree or workforce
training program that connects you to high-wage careers in the energy
industry. In any endeavor you undertake next, know that we are here for you,
cheering on your continued success.

Thank youl!

| want to take this opportunity to appreciate you for putting your trust in us to
help guide your journey. Fueled by your success, hundreds of other adult
learners will now look to you as role models and be that much more motivated
to succeed themselves. We are beyond proud of you, our inspiring Class of
2023!

Onward and upward,

Lommat L

Kimmell Proctor, BeLit CEO

Beyond
Literacy




Class off 2023 Greads
Figh Seheel Equivaleney

Shaka Anu Dennita Hardy Jennifer Marenbach Rashada Rasheed
Cierra Benson Zanya Harris Chynna McDowell Lauren Ruiz
Venesia Bentley Francisco Hernandez Lorraine Morris Anthony Santiago
Mariah Bocachica Rakim Howell Amilleona Muhammad Ciara Santiago

Tyrone Clemons Malika lgess Tanisha Muhammad Isaac Serrano
Shanda Ellington Breeanna Josaphat Zaahir Muhammad Amira Sloan
Tamara Furman Amna Khan Jamo Oberlton Gilberto Torres
Joshua Gallashaw Judah Lester Qiqi Ou Jordan Torres
Gabriella F. Ganadi Ru Lin Rashawn Parson Darrell Williams
Mariah Gayle Linda Lopez Taiyon Peace

English Language & Citizens/hip

Noorussabah Aizaz Qing Li Ayana Yamina Xiu Fang (Helen) Li
Felicitas Glafira Cano Meihua Liu Wen Yeung Domowah J. Lobeh
Jean Charlies Djenane  Sara Salah Barbara Zavgorodnya Tu Phuong Luu
Yelena Dubchak Louis Spencer Daniel Minaya
Cecilia M. Estrada Tatiana Soulama U.S. CITIZENSHIP Nabila Shirzad
Lenz Jean Francois Nilay Vurgun Duaa Abdallah llbania Taveras

Valentyna Kuznetsova  Zhong Juan Wang Tetyana Hykava Barbara Zavgorodnya



SAAKA ANU

"My teachers molded
the knowledge and skills
| already possessed,
helping me build upon
them. With dedication,
determination, and
teachers that made it
interesting and fun to
learn, | excelled."

"The book club was not just
exciting, but enlightening and aligned
beautifully with my love of reading."
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VENESIA BENTLEY

'No matter how
many times you fail,
never give up. Keep

pushing. One day
you will obtain
success.'




TYRONE CLEMONS




STRPAYNIDYA
ELLINGTON

'l learned to never
give up! No matter
how hard it gets, keep
pushing through.’

'Now | can continue
my education and

get my bachelor's
degree, like I've
always dreamed.’



Tamara Furman

"My advice to other adult learners is to stay
focused, believe in yourself, and know that it's ok to
take your time. Learning at your own pace is key."
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Francisco
Hernandez

'Education is
power and freedom."
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| want my children to see
that giving up is not an
option. You can do anything
you want to do, as long as
you work hard to achieve
your goals.

When times start to get
tough or you feel like giving
up, remember why you
started this journey. Keep
going until you finish what
you started.

Malika lgess




For earning their Commonveal
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AMNA KARIN

'I'm so proud
of getting my
diploma.This is
a big day for me.'



"It was important for me to further
my education.’



DUAL
PROGRAM
GRAD

(HSE &
Workforce)

° Beyond

I'm a Belit
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Jenmfer
Marenbach

'‘Don't give up, you have an opportunity to
do better for yourself, your family, and
your community.’
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At Beyond Literacy,
I've learned to stay
consistent and always
work toward my goals.
Getting my high school
diploma is very

important because it
will help me move
forward into the
career | want.

Chynna
McDowell

9




LORRAINE MORRIS

'l wanted to
prove to myself
that at my age,

| can still work

O @ | and study.
'I'm a Belit j\ == )
"GRAD




T 'uhama“d

'l learned that | do better in life when
| am educating myself. Now that | have my
diploma, my path towards my career has
begun. My advice is to not give up. Being
persistent will help you reach your goals.'



J A MO
OBERLTON
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'I've learned that |
7 BEANS” ™ am very resilient.

L= | ] Graduating makes
53 E

. me want to keep
Q‘Eﬁ{‘};‘é’y on going and
I'm a Bel.it

achieving.'
'GRAD!'
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Anthony
Santiago

'l refuse to let my kids grow up in a
home where they think it’s ok to
not be educated!"




It’s never too late
to complete your
goals. | wanted to
prove to myself
that | could do it.

Isaac
Serrano




AMIRA SLOANR

'I've always wanted
to finish school.
Once | heard about
Belit, | jumped at
the chance.'




GILBERTO TORRES
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JORDAN TORRES

"The pre-
apprenticeship
program allowed
me to grow and
learn new things."
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DARRELL WILLIAMS

'"Getting my diploma
is a big confidence
boost. It feels great
knowing that | can
start something and
follow it through to
the end.’

DUAL

PROGRAM

©RAD

3, Beyond
(HSE & ’ Literacy
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Beyond

f ttemcy
I'm a BelLit

.

4

30 NN
Noorussabah
Aizaz

'Consistency is the key, no matter
what your pace.’




YELENA DUBCRHAIRK

'l am so happy |

had this great

opportunity to
continue my
education.’

'l really enjoyed being
able to practice my
English with other
people."
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Cecilia

Margarita
Estrada

'l can achieve my goals. All | need is
patience, perseverance and dedication."
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Beyond
Literacy
Certificate of Achievement :
Presented to Valentyna Kuznetsova
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For successfully completing the
English As a Seco nd Language Program
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‘ Valentyna
Kuznetsova

Il
hOur teacher was very supportive. We all
ad challe,.nges and were able to share our
experiences and not feel so alone.'



Beyond
Literacy

'l am very grateful to Beyond Literacy and
my teacher, Ms. Shaina. | am now a student
at the Community College of Philadelphia
for my bachelor's degree. Thank you!"






SARA SALAR

English
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'I've learned thatll
donlt knoW What.l :n
capable of until
take the first.siiep
and go for it.
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Tatiana
Soulama

'l loved the moments of group work at
Beyond Literacy. It was very interesting
and the students were very nice.'




Beyond
Literacy

W CERTIFICATE of A

Zhong Juan Leafy Wang

Zhong Juan
Wang

'Beyond Literacy is a great learning
platform, and the best key to unlocking
your life in the United States."
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'l feel great, | can
now work towards
o getting my high

g school diploma.'
ma Belit // I\
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'l want to thank
my teacher, Mitch.
He is a very kind
and patient person.'




BARBAR A
ZAY ©ORODN Y A

' am now able
to vote and
travel almost
all over the
world without
visas.'



UAA ABDALLAIR

'"Getting citizenship
is important to me,
because | want the
right to vote.'

teracy
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| want to be a
part of the
United States of
America to be
treated fairly.

Xiu Fang
(Helen) Li
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'"Getting my citizenship is important
to me because | want to contribute
to the nation.’



TU PRUONG LUU

'l am really happy
about getting my
U.S. Citizenship
and enjoyed
learning about
American History."




Certificate of Achievement
@resented to Daniel Minaya

For receiving
United States Citizenship

'I'm so happy and excit
Ap ed to have
become a citizen of the United States."
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PECO HE&PER@

PECO HELPER PROGRAM

Way to power up, PECO Helpers!

Naim Al-Amin
Andy Andino
Andre Brown
Aaron Castro
Marc Coleman
Ramon Colon
Quinton Ellis
Benjamin Forrest
DeShawn Goodwin
Byron Holley

Sharif Jones
Samir Logan

Oscar Marquez
Jesse Martinez
Marcus Ortiz
Anthony Rodriguez
Giovanni Rodriguz
Akeem Simpkins
Anthony Wallace
Maurice Warner Wilson




Glgeleln
Hinlelide
Cohort

Christina Carrasquillo
Rakim Howell
Zeidane Javar

Jennifer Marenbach
Jamo Oberlton
DETSCHRVAUEE

66

To watch the
leadership and
comradery grow
amongst the group
truly assists all of us
to grow together as
we see them achieve
their GED and job
placement goals.

~Maryellen Norek,
Student Support
Coordinator




| am so proud of this
year's Pre-Apprentices.
Each day, they showed
up for both themselves
and each other reaching

milestones along the
way. | am excited about
their new opportunities
for career and personal
growth.

~Dzemila Bilanovic,
BelLit Workforce
Development Manager

99

e {l_cy(md
iteracy
] I'm a BelLit
- ~1 WORKFORCE
B TRAINING
>, REL = GRAD

Energy
Cohort 3

Jordan Torres

Gilberto Torres

Nakia Harris

Nicholas Watkins
Shanice Green

Matthew Spangler-Flynn
Dominique Slaughter
Bernard Johnson



Interested In an

Green Energy
Career?

Enroll now in our
Weatherization
Pre-Apprenticeship
Program!

PROGRAM INFORMATION
Free, Fast-Track 20 Week Program

« Earn Weekly Student Stipends =S
. Monday - Thursday from 9 AM - 4 PM 'ﬁt.;ga'

« In-Person at Energy Coordinating Agency
e Earn 5 Industry Training Certifications

e Beyond
Literacy

e Simultaneously Complete your GED

 Interview for high-paying jobs with top
energy companies like PECO

7118 Scan the QR code to learn more,

N More

or email info@beyondliteracy.org



mailto:info@beyondliteracy.org
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() peco  PECU

AN EXELON COMPANY PHILADELPHIA
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

5 Q% 2% Citizens Bank®

Visit BeLit's website to relive our Graduation
Celebration by viewing event photos and the

Qur mission Is to support yours.

Class of 2023 Tribute Video featuring special
guest, Sheryl Lee Ralph from
Abbott Elementary!

www.beyondliteracy.org



You worked
so hard and

YOU MADE IT!!

W |:| g I:H:I E g Now you have the tools
and credentials to

move forward and
change your life.
CONGRATULATIONS

AND GOOD LUCK.

FROM OUR CUM LAUDE SPONSORS

Congrats on your
achievement...
Keep pushing
and striving for
greatness!!
~ Malcolm J.
Yates

~ Carol Saline

Congratulations!

Please know that your

future is filled with
opportunities because of your
commitment to making each

day better than the last for you
and your families! Remind
yourselves every day that you
are AMAZING... and BELIEVE
IT! Best wishes for a bright
future!

Congratulations

on your graduation!

We are so proud
of your accomplishment
and the role models you

are for our community.
We look forward to your
next success.

Pay it forward, and
congratulations again.
~ Enrico Crispo

~ Julie Ann Jones




Today closes an
important chapter
in your life with Beyond

Literacy. It also marks the
beginning of a new chapter
that's yet to be written. We

can't wait to hear about

what happens next! Good FROM OUR CUM LAUDE SPONSORS
luck and congratulations!

~ Charlie Douglas

Congratulations

and our warmest
wishes to the BelLit

us what you can Class of 2023. You have
accomplish. Now achieved great things,
and we celebrate you
now and beyond!

You have shown

show the world. &
Congratulations! —

~ Bob Young
~ Ray & Ashley Del Bianco

"Surviving" is
waking up Congratulations
insisting on living 2023 Beyond Literacy
persisting in being Graduates for

surviving and
thriving!
May all your
futures be filled
with many more

dreams come true.
~ Kathy Roberson, ~ Kathy Roberson

BeLit Volunteer

"Thriving" is

surviving while

insisting on living
with dreams pd

for tomorrow
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AN EXELON COMPANY

MOUIHO IEDATIH BYRONYER

Congratulations,
Class of 2023 Graduates!

A leader in Pennsylvania for more than 130 years, PECO is dedicated
to advancing smart energy to provide safe, reliable, affordable and

clean energy services. m

Beyond Literacy thanks PECO for their outstanding commitment to

providing life-changing opportunities for the communities we serve
through innovative programmatic partnership.
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Dual Pr‘ogf‘am Graduate, Class of 2022
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Beyond Literacy (“\e\‘S“‘P Wig,
Distinguished Alumni Award <” kY
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Andre Brown

PECO Helper, Transmission and Substation Department

Meeting Mike Innocenzo,
President & CEO of PECO

"From day one, | was
welcomed with open arms
and challenged to be better
than what | was before. All
the hard work and sacrifices
| put forth made me realize
how important it was to
achieve my goals and
become a leader in my
family, community and
amongst my peers."

~ Andre Brown




The Staff and Board of Directors at

Philadelphia Federal Credit Union a CONGR ATULAT'ONS,

are proud to suppnrt

CLASS OF 2023!
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Are you paying $9.95 for internet?
FREE You can get it for FREE!

High-Speed Eliminate your monthly internet fee and
Home L= get a free upgrade, all for $0/month.
Internet: ™3 If you get SNAP, WIC or Medicaid, you
gualify. Get your old bills dismissed and
avoid new fees.

Call a BelLit Digital Navigator
at 215-474-1235 to sign up for
no-cost, high-speed internet.




Visit a Belit Campus!

Our centers are intentionally located in Philly's most in need
communities, making classes accessible to our learners.

Call 215-474-1235
to plan a visit!

Plus, our mobile
classroom extends
our services to |
even more

communities >
across the city! —




NOW RECRUITING!

Get Your Associates Degree
at BelLit's 63rd St. Campus through Harcum College

FLEXIBLE & AFFORDABLE
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS.

MAJORS INCLUDE
Animal Center Management, Behavioral Health Science, Human Services, Business Management,

Criminal Justice, and Early Childhood Education

LOCATION
FAST FACTS Beyond Literacy
« Full time student 229 N. 63rd street Phila., PA
« Attend 2 nights per week: 5:30 to 9:30 PM 19139
« No SAT required CONTACT

« Community-based scholarship available Kieran Farrell

« Financial Aid available kfarrell@harcum.edu

« Attend class in or near your community 215-292-7885




LOOKING FOR A CAREER
TO TAKE YOU TO NEW HEIGHTS?

This 8-week, no-cost class 3161 e e L

gives you a head start. workers earn an
Our virtual evening/weekend Energy average of
Test-Prep Programs prepare you for the $35 to $48
entry tests needed to start a high-wage per hour
energy career at leading companies! plus overtime?

ENROLL NOW!

Need more info?
Email info@beyondliteracy.org

*A passing test score is
required to qualify for
career opportunities.
Free interview-prep
included. Sign up with
our career coaches
today!



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ns4TmdyiU0mpoKNziuxqiDVf5i354VhKk3HydSC7kNtUMElVVk1JNVRRQU81Qkg4S0syVlNESDgxVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ns4TmdyiU0mpoKNziuxqiDVf5i354VhKk3HydSC7kNtUMElVVk1JNVRRQU81Qkg4S0syVlNESDgxVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ns4TmdyiU0mpoKNziuxqiDVf5i354VhKk3HydSC7kNtUMElVVk1JNVRRQU81Qkg4S0syVlNESDgxVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ns4TmdyiU0mpoKNziuxqiDVf5i354VhKk3HydSC7kNtUMElVVk1JNVRRQU81Qkg4S0syVlNESDgxVi4u

[gl CONNECT WITH BELIT ON

SOCIAL MEDIAY

@beyondliteracyphilly

@beyondliteracyphilly
FOLLOW
i ) Beyond Literacy

Beyond Literacy

GET

INMIGIRVIED!

DONATE ATTEND AN EVENT VOLUNTEER



