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As We Close the Chapter on 2025

In a year marked by uncertainty, these year-end bright spots reminded us of what's
possible when community shows up. Together, we kept turning the page, lighting the way
for 2026, one powerful story at a time.[__|

‘o-‘December 1-18: Our friends at Alchemy Coffee ( ? 119 S 21st St, Rittenhouse) are
collecting new, unwrapped toys for our Family Literacy students with Toys for Tots. Swing
by for a latte, drop a toy in the bin, and help us add some joy to a child’s holiday chapter.

=&

‘o-December 4: Fulton Bank awards $20,000 to support our Mobile Learning Lab! Huge
thanks to our Fulton Forward partners for helping us bring learning directly into
neighborhoods and open doors to economic mobility. This is access in action! =

‘o-December 9: The Philadelphia Business Journal honors our CEO, Kimmell Proctor,
with a 2025 Most Admired CEO Award. This tribute belongs to our entire BeLit community

of staff, volunteers, partners and learners, because leadership is a team effort. &
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O-December 12: BeL.it's Staff Holiday Luncheon was a well-earned moment to
celebrate the team that shows up every day for our learners with heart, grit, and purpose.
Their work is the through-line of every success we achieve. 4

0-Today through December 31: BeL.it’s Year-End Campaign is underway featuring the
inspiring story of 2025 graduate Shakeetah (read more below). Your support is how we
finish the year strong and start 2026 ready. Whether it's $5, $50, or $500+, every gift helps
remove barriers, strengthen skills, and change what comes next. Thank you for being part
of our story. &=

BeLit Student Spotlight
Shakeetah Waters, 2025 GED Graduate

At 39, Shakeetah Waters is finally giving herself the
encouragement she spent years searching for, and it's
opening doors that once felt permanently closed.

Raised in West Philadelphia by her grandparents and
great-grandmother, Shakeetah remembers feeling
safest and most loved in their care. Though her parents
lived nearby, emotional support was scarce. “l didn’t
feel encouraged or loved by them,” she says.

That sense of security disappeared abruptly in 2002,
when the grandmother who raised her passed away. At
just 16 years old, Shakeetah was forced into adulthood
and faced an impossible choice: stay in school and risk
homelessness, or leave school to work full-time to
survive. “I felt like | was solo and on my own,” she
recalls. “I was responsible for paying for everything
- rent, utilities, food.”

The years that followed were marked by loneliness and depression, surrounded by
people, yet deeply alone. Still, Shakeetah refused to give up. “l didn’t let the depression
control me; | just started fighting it.”

She took work wherever opportunity existed, starting in restaurants as a cashier, waitress,
and cook. Over time, she felt pulled toward work that reflected who she was at her core. In
2013, she found her calling in caregiving, first as a Home Health Aide and later as a
Certified Nursing Assistant. Caring for others felt natural, shaped by the love she had
received from her grandparents. “If you’re having a hard time in life and need
someone to stand behind you, | am that person,” she says.

But the work came at a cost. Home health roles were physically demanding, low-wage,
and offered little room for advancement. Shakeetah could feel the ceiling above her.
Without a GED, higher-paying hospital jobs, training programs, and long-term career
growth remained out of reach.

Motherhood intensified her determination. When her child was born in 2021, Shakeetah
knew she had to break the cycle. “It wasn’t just me anymore. | had this little one to
look after, and | have to lead by example.” She wanted stability, better wages, and a
future that didn’'t depend on back-breaking work alone.

Returning to school, however, stirred old fears. “Every time | started something, | gave
up on myself,” she admits. “Then | found Beyond Literacy.”

She moved quickly through the RLA, Social Studies, and Science exams. Math tested her
persistence in new ways. “Several times, | was only one point away from passing. |
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wanted to quit, but I didn’t.” What kept her going was the encouragement she finally
allowed herself to receive. “You wouldn’t expect total strangers to support you more
than people you’ve known for years. With the teachers’ help, | got the
encouragement | needed. Beyond Literacy gave me the confidence to push
forward.”

In May 2025, Shakeetah earned her
high school diploma along with access
to opportunities that had once felt
impossible! She is now working as a
Patient Care Technician at Jefferson
Hospital, performing advanced clinical
tasks such as drawing blood and
inserting IVs. The role is less physically
punishing, better compensated, and
offers clear pathways forward, bringing
her long-held dream of becoming a
Registered Nurse within reach.

For Shakeetah, the progress is deeply personal. “If I'm able to make somebody else
feel good, I feel good,” she says. “I feel like | accomplished something.”

Looking back, her growth is undeniable. “Since finishing my GED, | feel like nothing
can stop me. For anyone who feels like they don’t have support, | say ‘never give
up.’ Eventually, you'll come across someone like the BeLit team who will encourage
you.”

Beyond Literacy's mission is to expand opportunities and improve lives by unleashing the
power of literacy through free, high-quality adult education and career readiness.
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