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Save the Date for BeLit 250🎉📖
An Evening to Celebrate Learners, Stories, and Impact!

This summer, on June 30th from 5:00PM to 7:30PM, BeLit will bring our
community together at the Parkway Central Library for an unforgettable
evening celebrating accomplishment, leadership, and literacy's impact on
America's 250-year-old story.

We’ll honor Philadelphia’s literacy leaders and our graduating Class of 2026 -
more than 100 adult learners reaching powerful achievements - while also
unveiling a special Student Storytelling Exhibition uplifting 250 inspiring, first-
hand accounts from our learners, and celebrating Beyond Literacy’s 5th
birthday.🎂

One night. Three milestone moments. All about the power of learning, voice,
and possibility. Guests can look forward to inspiring stories, entertainment,
special VIP awards, and a few delightful surprises!

✨BIG thanks to our early event sponsors✨
PECO Energy • Independence Blue Cross • BLBB Charitable • KMC

Partners

https://beyondliteracy.org/
https://beyondliteracy.org/
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/locations/parkway-central-library


Interested in supporting this exciting, once-in-a-semiquincentennial event?!
Here are 3 ways to make an immediate impact:

SPONSOR BeLit250🌟

DONATE A PRIZE TO OUR SILENT AUCTION 🎁

REGISTER TO ATTEND 🎫

Your partnership helps ensure our learners are celebrated with pride and fuels
the next chapter of opportunity across Philadelphia. Mark your calendar for
June 30 - we are excited to celebrate with you!

City Council
Declares

Reading Matters📚

City Hall was standing room
only, and literacy was at the
center of the conversation!
BeLit’s leadership was proud
to testify before City Council
as Councilman Jeffery
Young officially declared
March National Reading
Month in Philadelphia,
affirming that literacy is not
just an educational issue, but
a citywide priority and an
engine of opportunity.

In her testimony, CEO
Kimmell Proctor challenged
the room to think bigger about what literacy truly means: “Literacy improves inter-
generational health outcomes, civic engagement, and economic mobility. Reading
is foundational, but what literacy unlocks is life-changing.”

In a year marked by historic federal dis-investment from education nationally,
Philadelphia’s public recognition sent a powerful signal that this work matters. And then
came the living proof.

Standing with us was our remarkable 2023 Pre-Apprenticeship graduate, Dominique
Slaughter. Since completing BeLit’s workforce program, Dominique has balanced work,
motherhood, and her college studies in Information Technology, all while building her
future. Most recently, she was selected for a highly competitive U.S. Navy career
opportunity as an electrician.

Dominique’s journey is exactly what BeLit is designed to unlock: skill, stability, service, and
a future defined by choice. We could not be prouder of Dominique as she stood with us at
City Council to advocate for educational access and opportunity for all Philadelphians.

PECO Helpers on the Rise💫

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/belit250sponsorships/
https://form.jotform.com/253064168959065
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/belit250sponsorships/event/belit250/


Congratulations to the newest graduates of
PECO’s Helper Program, a powerful
example of workforce development done
right. PECO continues to invest in and
upskill a workforce that reflects the
strength and diversity of the communities it
serves.

Through PECO and BeLit’s award-winning
CAST test-prep partnership, these aspiring
Helpers gained the skills, confidence, and
preparation needed to pass the gate-
keeping Construction and Skilled Trades
(CAST) exam. Together, we are turning
preparation into opportunity and learning
into earning.

Meet BeLit's Newest KEEP Grads!🎓

Big congratulations to the latest graduates of BeLit’s Keystone Energy Employment
Pre-Apprenticeship (KEEP) program! This driven group just completed an intensive,
career-focused training pathway and is stepping forward into Philadelphia’s growing
energy and infrastructure workforce.

In partnership with the Energy Coordinating Agency (ECA), our graduates tackled
hands-on technical training, strengthened their academic skills, and earned valuable
industry-recognized credentials including OSHA-10, NCCER Core, EPA RRP, BPI ALCI,
and HAZWOPER. Along the way, they built resumes, practiced interviews, sharpened
digital skills, and received individualized support to overcome real-life barriers.

KEEP is built for adults ready to work, and this cohort proved it. Their persistence, focus,
and determination are exactly what today’s workforce needs. We are beyond proud of
their accomplishments and can’t wait to see what’s next. Congratulations, graduates -
your futures are in motion! 



BeLit Learner Spotlight🔦
Michael Hill, 32, Energy Skilled Trades Graduate

At 32, Michael Hill is stepping into a new
chapter, one built with intention, discipline,
and a clear long-term vision for his future.

Born and raised in Philadelphia’s
Germantown neighborhood, Michael
graduated high school in 2012 and spent
the next decade working a wide range of
jobs. From animal control to the restaurant
industry, he built a strong work ethic and a
broad skill set. But it was a few
construction jobs with a friend that changed
everything.

“During that time, I learned about the
potential growth and stability in the
trade industry,” Michael shares. “I get
satisfaction when completing a task,
and I realized I have a knack for it.” He
went on to work as an Installation
Technician for a security systems company.
The job was stable, but it did not feel like
the finish line. “Even though it’s
lucrative, it’s not something that I see
myself doing forever. I want to be
challenged more. I want a career that's
able to provide for my daughter and
helps me save for retirement.”

When Michael saw a flyer for BeLit’s Energy Skilled Trades program, he signed up right
away. Since enrolling, he has gained both technical and professional skills that reshaped
his outlook. “I learned the right way to frame out walls, calculate costs, and I’ve
earned five industry certifications.”

BeLit’s career coaching workshops helped him sharpen his goals and his confidence, with
sessions on professionalism, resume writing, and interview preparation. “Those
workshops were invaluable.”

Balancing full-time classes while working 40 hours a week pushed him further than he
expected. “I learned I can get a lot done within a certain timeframe. I am more
disciplined than I was before I started. I can do more and achieve more.”

The program also opened his eyes to long-term career pathways. Guest speakers from
local unions, including the steamfitters union and PECO, offered a firsthand look at what
union careers can provide. “I always heard about unions and how good they are, but
it wasn’t until this program that I got to hear directly from them.”

Now, Michael has his sights set on an apprenticeship and the Elevator Union, with backup
plans in electrical or HVAC. “If I don’t get into the Elevator Union, I’ll try electrical or
HVAC. As long as I’m working with my hands and under a union, I'll have the
benefits and be good to go. I’m thinking long-term now.”

Since completing the program this month, Michael feels ready for what comes next. “I’m
going into the job-seeking process with a clear mind and better time management.



Now, thanks to this program, I have the tools to be successful in any trade that I
venture into.”

Beyond Literacy's mission is to expand opportunities and improve lives by unleashing the
power of literacy through free, high-quality adult education and career readiness.

Please Donate!

www.beyondliteracy.org | 215-474-1235 | #BeLitphilly

Mailing Address | 2204 South St. #333, Philadelphia, PA 19146
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