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We Did It! Good News from Harrisburg

We’re pleased to share a positive update from the newly enacted
Pennsylvania FY25–26 budget. Thanks to your strong,
coordinated advocacy across our statewide community, the
Adult & Family Literacy line received a 2.6% boost in state
funding to help support program providers like BeLit - a
meaningful win in a terribly tight budget year. 

This success is the direct result of our community of educators,
learners, partners, and allies sharing compelling stories, life
changing outcomes, and undeniable ROI data with lawmakers.
Your determination made a difference, and we are deeply
grateful.🙌

Looking ahead, next year’s budget will be even more challenging for adult learners, but
this year's win shows what’s possible when our field speaks with a united voice. For
now, let’s celebrate this important step forward for adult and family literacy in
Pennsylvania.

PECO's New Helpers Power Up!
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Earlier this month, PECO proudly powered on Cohort 4 of its Helper Pre-
Apprenticeship Program—an innovative pipeline designed to ignite access to high-
quality, family-sustaining careers in the energy sector. Each year, this workforce initiative
gains even more charge, and this latest class is already proving they’re ready to light up
the industry.

Every Friday through the coming months, the Helpers will plug into intensive
Construction and Skilled Trades (CAST) test prep with BeLit. Our instruction has
helped countless PECO candidates spark strong scores, surge into new opportunities,
and secure long-term roles across the utility workforce.

With PECO’s expert training and BeLit’s proven preparation powering their progress,
these rising energy professionals are on track for a bright and energized future.⚡️

Please join us for the ribbon
cutting of Carol’s Corner,
our new volunteer
resource library and
lounge dedicated to the
extraordinary legacy of
Carol Saline, acclaimed
journalist, beloved BeLit
board member of 30+
years, and lifelong literacy
champion.

⏰Wednesday, 11/19,
2:00PM
📍West Philly Campus,
229 N. 63rd St., 19139

Carol passed away recently
after a long, courageous
battle with cancer, outliving
every expectation from her
doctors with the same
strength, bright humor, and

grace that defined her life.



She first joined our board when adult literacy was built around one-on-one volunteer
tutoring—“each one, teach one,” as Carol called it—and remained a guiding force as
the organization grew and evolved. She often said that being an advocate for adult literacy
enriched her life. We know for certain that Carol enriched ours.

Carol’s Corner will be a welcoming space where BeLit volunteers gather carrying forward
the spirit of service and possibility that Carol embodied for decades. Join us!

👉 All are welcome. Please RSVP here.

BeLit Student Spotlight🌟
Azura Holden, age 25, GED Graduate & Future Behavioral Technician

At just 25 years old, Azura Holden is writing a new
chapter for herself and her four-year-old son — one
grounded in stability, purpose, and opportunity. But
her path to this point wasn’t easy.

Growing up, Azura never stayed in one place for
long. “I didn’t live anywhere longer than a year,”
she shares. She moved through several elementary
schools and two different high schools as her family
navigated constant transitions. Her father served in
the military, and her mother struggled to keep Azura
and her seven siblings rooted in one home.
Eventually, Azura moved to Philadelphia to live with
her great-grandmother, but the instability had already
taken a toll. By high school, she felt too far behind
and made the difficult decision to drop out.

At 19, Azura became pregnant, a moment that brought both joy and overwhelming fear. “I
was really scared because I was already behind, especially when it came to my
education.” The isolation of COVID only intensified her anxiety. Unable to work, she fell
into depression. But it was during that same period that she found Beyond Literacy.

Azura's son became her motivation to try again. “I want to be the best mom possible so
he can be healthy mentally and physically,” Azura says. She enrolled at BeLit
determined to finish what she had started years ago.

Azura passed nearly all of her GED tests right away, except for math, the subject that had
always been her biggest challenge. Instead of giving up, she leaned into the support
around her. “I got a lot of help here that I didn’t get anywhere else,” she shares.
“BeLit gave me chance after chance until I passed.” And she did.

Today, Azura is working as a Personal Care Assistant for autistic students, a role she
loves. With her GED, she can now take the next step: earning her certification as a
Registered Behavioral Technician, which will bring more responsibility, a higher salary, and
greater long-term stability for her family. “Getting my diploma took a big weight off my
shoulders,” she says. “I feel much more secure now.”

Azura’s dreams won’t stop here. She plans to attend college and become a psychologist,
with a focus on supporting people with disabilities and mental health challenges. “A lot of
people don’t get the help they need, especially minorities,” she says. “I want to
change that.”

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ns4TmdyiU0mpoKNziuxqiLVt7TW1Lw9JmuQ9qh5CV-dUMzNCVVE3UUI1VDFQTVZBNUdTS0pEVjVENy4u


For anyone thinking about returning to school, Azura offers simple, powerful advice:
“Even if you've failed, just keep trying until you get it — at BeLit, you will.”

Community Rising

While the shutdown is behind us, its ripple effects
continue to be felt. Many of our learners and their
families are experiencing strain and uncertainty,
especially those relying on federal food assistance
programs. At BeLit, we've listened and responded.

To ensure every learner who walks through our doors
has access to basic necessities, BeLit has launched
free resource pantries at both of our main centers.
These shelves are stocked with nonperishable food,
personal hygiene products, warm winter items, and
small essentials that help ease the burden during
difficult moments.

We invite our community of supporters to join us in
keeping these shelves full throughout the holidays and beyond.

You may contribute by dropping off directly Monday through Thursday, or by using our
Amazon Donation Wishlist. Suggested donations include:

Canned goods: soups, vegetables, fruit, beans, tuna
Boxed & shelf-stable items: pasta, rice, cereal, prepackaged meals
Personal hygiene essentials: toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, deodorant, shampoo
Winter warmth: new or gently used coats, scarves, hats, gloves, socks
Toys for the season: as part of our partnership with Toys for Tots
Reusable or disposable shopping bags to help learners carry items home

Every contribution, big and small, makes a difference. Thank you for helping us meet this
moment.

Beyond Literacy's mission is to expand opportunities and improve lives by unleashing the
power of literacy through free, high-quality adult education and career readiness.
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