
 

The BeLit Bulletin, October 2025

Digital is the Future of Literacy🌐

October is Digital Inclusion
Month, and BeLit is leading the
way. In today’s world, being literate
means more than reading words on
a page - it means knowing how to
navigate the digital world with
confidence, safety, and purpose.

Across Philadelphia, BeLit’s Digital
Skills and Navigation Team is
helping hundreds of adult learners
gain the tools to thrive in an
increasingly online world. From
learning to use email to safely
complete job applications to
accessing online healthcare portals,
our learners are building the digital
confidence needed to fully
participate in today’s economy and

community life.

This month, BeLit joined partners citywide at the Technology Learning Collaborative
(TLC) Conference, engaging in meaningful conversations around the theme Resilience in
Action: Advancing Digital Access in Uncertain Times. The BeLit team also led a
standout session on cyber-safety for adult learners, sharing practical strategies to protect
personal data, recognize online scams, and stay secure while navigating technology.

We’re especially grateful to Comcast NBCUniversal Foundation for providing essential
grant funding to sustain BeLit’s digital navigation and skill-building programs - stepping up
as federal support for adult education remains uncertain. Their investment helps ensure
every Philadelphian has the opportunity to learn, connect, and thrive in the digital age.

🏛️Adult Literacy Advocacy

https://beyondliteracy.org/
https://beyondliteracy.org/


BeLit is proud to be featured in City & State
Pennsylvania’s article, Adult Education
Strengthens Workforce Development in
Pennsylvania.

As one of PA’s leading voices for adult
learners, we’re advocating for greater
investment in adult education — a proven
strategy that returns over $6 to the economy
for every $1 spent.

Even amid ongoing budget impasses
delaying the bulk of our funding, BeLit
remains resilient, keeping opportunities open
for 1800+ adults annually gaining literacy,
language, and workforce skills across our
region — because when adults learn,
communities thrive.

We’re also keeping adult literacy at the
forefront of national advocacy efforts. Since
1967, the federal government has maintained a modest but mighty line item for adult
education programs like BeLit. This year, that funding is on the line. While budget
negotiations remain stalled, now is the time to ensure adult education stays federally
funded.📣 Please Raise Your Voice Here -- Thank You!

🎳Bowled Over by BeLit Spirit

Team Read Between the Lanes
competed for a great cause at South
Bowl’s 10th Anniversary Nonprofit
Tournament, and they absolutely
bowled us over!

Our talented crew — staff members
Vicki Szondy and Luriel Balaurea,
board member Charlie Douglas,
and supporters Breanne
McGovern and Kirk Loubier —
brought their A-game, making it all
the way to the finals. Though we
didn’t land in the top three, we
spared no effort and struck up some
serious fun while raising over $800
to support BeLit’s adult learners.

Huge thanks to all who donated and
cheered alongside us to keep education access rolling for Philly's adult learners. 

Please Vote for BeLit!🎯

This Fall, Beyond Literacy is among several local nonprofits featured in the Target Circle
community giving program. Now through December 31, you can help BeLit earn
donations from Target—at no cost to you—simply by casting your community support

https://www.cityandstatepa.com/sponsors/sponsor-content/2025/09/adult-education-strengthens-workforce-development-pennsylvania/408235/
https://www.cityandstatepa.com/sponsors/sponsor-content/2025/09/adult-education-strengthens-workforce-development-pennsylvania/408235/
https://www.cityandstatepa.com/sponsors/sponsor-content/2025/09/adult-education-strengthens-workforce-development-pennsylvania/408235/
https://app.oneclickpolitics.com/campaign-page?cid=TS2-zJcB9sorxFLOuyZ4&lang=en


votes in the Target app. The more votes we receive, the larger the donation Target makes
to support our adult learners.

Not currently a Target shopper? We understand. The good news is that if you’ve ever
used the Target app to make a purchase, even in the distant past, then you can still cast
votes for BeLit. Simply log in, make sure your store location is set to Philadelphia, select
Beyond Literacy, and cast your votes to help support adult learners and strengthen our
community.

Here’s how to vote, 1-2-3:
1. Open the Target app and

go to “My Target” (or
“Account” on Target.com).

2. Tap “Cast votes.”
3. Find Beyond Literacy and

submit your votes!

Every vote results in funding
from Target that helps more
adults gain the skills and
confidence to build brighter
futures. Thank you!

BeLit Student Spotlight🔦
﻿Selena Heard, age 71, Digital Skills Learner

(Pictured below with her digital skills instructor, Luriel Balaurea)

Every Thursday, 71-year-old Selena Heard
walks into BeLit’s West Campus with
purpose and a smile, ready for her Digital
Skills class. Before enrolling, her computer
experience was minimal. “I used my phone
for pictures and calls, and all I knew
about computers was how to turn on a
desktop and move a mouse,” she recalls.

For 26 years, Selena worked as a preschool
teacher, giving children the foundation to
learn and grow. Now, she’s the one in the
classroom as a student, proving that lifelong
learning never stops. “I love learning,” she
says. “Keeping up with technology is

necessary for banking, shopping, and education.”

In today’s world, digital literacy is no longer optional, it’s part of everyday functional
literacy. From accessing healthcare to applying for jobs, navigating online systems has
become essential to fully participating in modern life. Selena’s journey reflects this reality.
In class, she builds practical computer skills and earns digital certifications that open
doors. “Some people can’t afford education, so this opportunity at BeLit is a
beautiful thing,” she shares. “Everybody needs to know how to use a computer.”

Her instructor, Luriel Balaurea, calls Selena a “rock star.” She’s already earned several
Northstar digital skills credentials, including mastering Windows 11, and is always ready to
help her classmates reach their own goals.

Selena’s learning doesn’t end when she leaves the classroom. She loves sharing her new
knowledge with her 14-year-old granddaughter. Laughing, she says, “Grandchildren



think they know more than you do. When she doesn’t know something and I do, she
says, ‘Grandma, how do you know that?’ and I tell her, ‘I go to computer class!’”

Fueled by curiosity and compassion, Selena now
hopes to teach others, especially those who are
homebound like her husband or seniors who are
hesitant to use technology. She plans to volunteer at
her local recreation center, using PowerPoint to teach
sewing classes. “There’s a great need,” she says.
“I’m blessed to be able to come here to learn so I
can give back and help somebody along the way.”

Selena’s story reminds us that education has no age
limit and that digital literacy is key to empowerment,
independence, and connection in today’s computer
age.

Beyond Literacy's mission is to expand opportunities and improve lives by unleashing the
power of literacy through free, high-quality adult education and career readiness.
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