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AEFL Week Highlights: Advocacy, Inspiration, and Impact

National Adult Education and Family Literacy (AEFL) Week was a powerful reminder
that adult learners’ voices must be at the center of the conversation. BeLit proudly showed
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up at every level, from Capitol Hill to City Hall, to ensure that message was heard loud
and clear.

🏛️Advocating in Washington, D.C.: BeLit teamed up with Marcus Hall of Philadelphia
Works, Inc. and graduate Rachele Styer - now a full-time PECO employee - to meet with
legislators. Their message was clear: investing in adult literacy builds stronger career
pipelines, thriving businesses, and family-sustaining wages. Rachele’s powerful story
showed how adult education transforms not just individuals, but entire communities. As
she shared, "I explained how the CAST prep class at Beyond Literacy was a game-
changer for me. It helped me pass the Construction and Skilled Trades test, which
secured my role as a helper at PECO and has since opened new doors for growth
within the company."

🎤Inspiring Voices at Home: In Philadelphia, new graduate Sophia Warren who studied
with BeLit for 8 years brought the crowd to its feet with her moving journey. She inspired
both the audience and Philadelphia’s Chief Education Officer, Dr. Debora Carrera, pictured
together above, proving that persistence and opportunity open doors for learners at every
stage of life. In Sophia's own words, "Beyond Literacy gave me the key. Now, I am
ready to fly!" (Check out her full spotlight story below.)

📰 Grabbing Headlines: To close the week, BeLit’s CEO, Kimmell Proctor, sparked
citywide conversation with a guest commentary in The Philadelphia Citizen, Literacy is
Different in the Digital Era, calling for a bold new definition of literacy that matches
today’s digital and workforce realities. The piece underscores that adult education isn’t just
a social good, it’s an economic imperative: “Literacy today is about more than
decoding words- it’s about accessing opportunity in a digital economy.”

Our thanks to all who captured the heart of AEFL Week by lifting learner voices, inspiring
change, and pressing for the investments needed so every Philadelphian can learn, work,
and thrive.

BeLit at Ethical Society:
History Meets Opportunity 

BeLit had the pleasure of
visiting the Ethical Society’s
historic Rittenhouse home,
including the very stage where
Bob Dylan gave his first Philly-
based concert!

We were warmly welcomed by
new Executive Director, Phil
Lindsay, toured the beautiful
rental spaces (a best-kept
secret in Center City!), and
shared thoughtful discussion
about how our missions align.

The Society’s motto, “Deed
Before Creed,” resonates
deeply as they generously support BeLit’s annual Career Fair, an event we hope to host in
their storied space this spring.

Powering Futures at PECO's Infrastructure Academy
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BeLit was proud to stand alongside PECO’s dynamic Workforce Development team at this
year’s Infrastructure Academy—an interactive, multiday powerhouse event that equips job
seekers with the skills to launch family-sustaining careers in the energy industry.

But this wasn’t just another career fair. It was a living showcase of impact. Our team had
the joy of reconnecting with recent BeLit graduates—now thriving full-time PECO
employees—whose journeys prove how access to training and support can transform
lives. Each of them is powering more than just homes and businesses; they’re fueling
brighter futures for their families and communities.

PECO’s commitment goes far beyond keeping the lights on. From investing in education
and training to hosting end-to-end job readiness workshops, their efforts are helping close
equity gaps in neighborhoods where unemployment and underemployment run high. At
BeLit, we’re honored to be part of this vital partnership that sparks careers, uplifts
communities, and drives economic mobility.

✨Ready to start your own energy career journey? Learn more about our CAST-Test Prep
Program -- a fast-track pathway to life-changing jobs with leading utility employers like
PECO: email us at apply@beyondliteracy.org for more information!

BeLit Student Spotlight:
Sophia Warren, age 55, New GED Graduate & AdultEd Advocate

(Pictured with her teacher, Joanne Laub, at the Mayor's Office AEFL Week Event)

Sophia Warren first reached out to Beyond Literacy (then Community Learning Center) in
2017 after describing a recurring dream to her therapist. In the dream, she was always
sitting in a classroom, hand raised high, eager to learn. Her therapist handed her a phone
number, and with that call Sophia began an eight-year journey to earn her High School
Diploma with Beyond Literacy.
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For years, Sophia longed to return to school but fear held
her back - fear of failure, and fear of not being smart
enough. Growing up in West Philadelphia, Sophia spent
much of her childhood in rehabilitation after a devastating
car accident where doctors told her she would never walk
again. With sheer determination and little family support,
she proved them wrong.

Back in school, though, the trauma left gaps in her
education. Teachers, unsure how to help, simply passed her
along. Over time, Sophia fell further behind until she made
the difficult decision to leave school and go to work to help
support herself and her mother.

At just 21, Sophia faced another life-altering challenge: a
gunshot wound to her head that left her with a traumatic
brain injury and new learning difficulties. In more recent
years, she endured additional injuries. Any one of these
setbacks could have ended her dream, but Sophia’s
determination was greater than her fear. She credits her
family, especially her ailing mother, who always wanted
her to return to school, for encouraging her forward.

Today, Sophia celebrates her diploma not only for herself,
but as a promise kept to her mother. “Many things have
been hard and sad for me,” Sophia shares, “but now I
need to share my experience as a way to encourage
others.”

She is deeply grateful to her “Beyond Literacy family” for standing by her through every
step of her journey. With diploma in hand, Sophia is now preparing to earn her CDL and
begin a new, higher-wage career. And in true full-circle spirit, she plans to return to BeLit
as a volunteer - ready to pay forward the encouragement and belief that no setback is
stronger than the will to learn.

Our heartfelt thanks to Sophia, who shared her journey at the Mayor’s Office of Education
reception during National Adult Literacy Week, moving and inspiring other lifelong learners
to keep reaching for their goals.

Beyond Literacy's mission is to expand opportunities and improve lives by unleashing the
power of literacy through free, high-quality adult education and career readiness.
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